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who were more interested in team games or in individual
activities. In the eighth grade, the boys and girls were at
first interested in coming to classes in photography, interior
decorating, dramatics, and shop work at the clubhouse, and
later in 'the year increasingly used the clubhouse as a place
for unorganized social contacts with both sexes. By the
time they had reached the ninth grade, they were definitely
using the clubhouse as a place in which to work out their
own social relationships.
In this urge for social activity, the adolescents' desire for
group approval is evident. This desire motivated many of
their activities. The clubhouse enabled them to try out
various types of response and to eliminate those which ap-
peared to leSvSen their own popularity and those which were
being used unsuccessfully by others. Some pupils who pre-
viously had not been socially successful with their own sex
gained acceptance in the group through their popularity
with the opposite sex.
During this period of establishing themselves socially,
adults appear to be an impediment. They are avoided if
possible. Especially is this true of adults who do not under-
stand the group's ways of thinking and acting. The pres-
ence of a parent may be considered a hindrance, whereas the
presence o£ a club sponsor who understands the situation is
accepted After passing through this negative phase of re-
sistance to adults, the same boys and girls may seek adult
•companionship and talk with them as man to man.
Heterosexual Relationships. -— The awakening of hetero-
sexual interests has long been recognized as an impelling
force in adolescent development. Girls begin to show this
social awareness and interest in the opposite sex about a
year earlier than boys, and tend to stimulate a similar inter-
est in the boys whom they refuse to leave to their own de-
vices. This difference in age of sex maturation creates a
difficulty in social adjustment in the junior high school
where approximately two-thirds of the girls at any one time
are in the post-pxibescent stage while an equal number of
boys arc still pre-pubescent in attitudes and behavior. Par-

